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INTRODUCTION 
 

The gig economy enables you to make money on your own terms 
and is key to generating extra income on the side.  

 

Some people even leave their 9 to 5 jobs and live comfortably from 
their side hustles once they gain momentum. 

 

In the gig economy, you only focus on freelance work. For example, 
one-time jobs and contract jobs. There is no shortage of work, if you 
market yourself right, meet the client’s expectations, and deliver 
exceptional work. 

 

I’m going to share with you the 20 best money-making ideas in the 
gig economy that you can venture into and boost your income. 

 

Let’s dive in! 
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1. PODCASTING 
 

Podcasting is one of the most profitable ways to make money in the 
gig economy. Many podcasters earn as much as $10,000 or more 
monthly from various monetization strategies.  

 

Some of the highest-paid podcasters make over $50,000 per month. 

 

If you can create interesting and valuable content, go ahead and 
start a podcast. You can generate revenue through ads, 
sponsorships, crowdfunding, and premium content.  

 

The most important thing is to identify your target audience, curate 
interesting content that retains their attention, and use different 
podcast monetization strategies.  

 

Create a schedule and stick to it to keep your audience. Promote 
your podcast on various marketing channels to reach a bigger 
audience, attract more people, and ensure success.  
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2. FREELANCING 
 

Offer freelancing services and boost your income.  

 

It doesn’t matter what skill you have or what industry you’re in. If 
you have knowledge in a certain area and are willing to advance in 
it, you can monetize it.  

 

All you have to do is show proof of work, do exceptional work, and 
communicate effectively with clients.  

 

Join freelancing platforms like Fiverr and sell your services. You can 
start by charging $5 per service and gradually increase your rates as 
you grow your client base.  

 

If you do it right, you can earn a 6-figure income annually.  

 

Some of the most common freelancing services to consider are 
proofreading, web designing, content creation, accounting, 
marketing, and graphic designing.  
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3. TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES 
 

If you enjoy writing become a transcriber and get paid by the audio 
hour.  

 

All you have to do is listen to assigned audios and type or write what 
you hear in a document. Accuracy and speed are important if you 
are to succeed as a transcriber. So, be precise and make sure you 
increase your productivity level.  

 

The more audios you transcribe, the more money you make. The 
more accurate you are, the more clients you get.  

 

You can look for transcription jobs on TranscribeMe, Guru, 
Flexjobs, and Rev.  

 

Find out how fellow transcribers are charging before setting your 
rates to ensure you set your prices right.  

 

The best way to ensure jobs is to set a lower price and focus on 
building your customer base first then increase your rates as you go.  
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4. PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

If you love photography or enjoy taking pictures, sell your services.  

 

Invest in high-quality equipment or use your smartphone to take 
professional images.  

 

Sell your services online or target business events, wedding 
ceremonies, or birthday events and offer your services. 

 

If you want to sell your pictures online, use websites like Unsplash, 
Shutterstock, or Snapped4U to reach more customers and increase 
your chances of success.  

 

You can also sell your services on TaskRabbit or freelancer.com 
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5. DELIVERY SERVICES 
 

Offering delivery services is one of the best ways to earn money. 
Many companies are looking for people to deliver goods to their 
customers.  

 

So, make money delivering food or parcels. 

 

Postmates, Uber Eats, Shipt, and DoorDash are delivery apps that 
make it easy for you to do your job. You’ll be delivering groceries, 
beverages, food, and personal items.   

 

You’ll be using a vehicle or doing on-foot delivery. Depending on 
customer location and what you are transporting.   

 

You can make between $12 to 18 per hour. Depending on the 
company you choose and what you are delivering. You can either be 
paid per block or on an hourly basis.   

 

The best thing about delivery services is that you can also get tips in 
addition to your earnings.  

 

Another option is to become a personal shopper and get paid for it. 
You get paid in cash or gift cards. Depending on the app you work 
with.  

 

Use apps like PayScale or Fetch Rewards.  
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6. CODING 
 

If you enjoy coding, monetize it. Sell your services on freelancing 
platforms.  

 

Build your portfolio on Netlify or GitHub and showcase your skills.  

 

You can build apps, websites, or programs. All you have to do is have 
at least 2 projects on your portfolio and start bidding for work.  

 

If you don’t know how to code but want to get into programming, 
invest in a paid online course or use free online resources.   
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7. GRAPHIC DESIGNING 
 

Become a graphic designer and offer your services to businesses or 
look for freelancing gigs on 99designs, Guru, and Upwork.  

 

Design company logos, business cards, social media illustrations, 
and so on.  

 

Learn Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator to increase your chances 
of success.  

 

Use YouTube, Massive Open Online Courses MOOCs, or invest in 
a paid course.   
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8. ACCOUNTING 
 

If you have experience in bookkeeping or have been working as an 
accountant at your job for some time, start a side hustle.  

 

Offer accounting services to clients on freelancing platforms and 
boost your income.  

 

Many firms and individuals hire accountants for their bookkeeping 
needs So, take advantage of that.  

 

You can make as much as $200 an hour or more. Depending on your 
credentials, experience, and the work you are doing.  

 

Another option is to become a freelance consultant and increase 
your earnings. If there’s something you have vast knowledge in, 
become a consultant and help businesses grow.  
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9. ONLINE TUTORING 
 

Online tutoring is one of the best ways to supplement your income.  

 

You can teach your students via Skype or other channels and make 
money.  

 

Become a personal tutor, share your knowledge, and help your 
students reach certain goals.  

 

If there’s a second language you are well-versed in, for example, use 
it to generate income. You can give English lessons, accounting 
lessons, and so on.  

 

Go to tutor.com, VIPKID, or Chegg for tutoring opportunities.  
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10. VIRTUAL ASSISTANT 
 

This is one of the most flexible jobs you can take.  

 

As a VA, you work flexible hours while making money.  

 

All you have to do is stay organized, be reliable, and complete tasks 
as they come.  

 

Depending on who you work with and what you choose, some of 
your responsibilities are scheduling appointments with clients, 
creating surveys, and responding to emails.  

 

Project management systems and video conferencing make it easy 
for you to do your job.  

 

Target small businesses and freelancers for a start and work with 
them.  

 

Search for jobs on TopTal, Guru, or freelancer.com 

 

The average pay is $19 per hour. 
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11. CONTENT CREATION 
 

If you enjoy writing and have decent writing skills, this is one of the 
best ways to make money online.  

 

Become a content writer and boost your income. Write blog posts, 
social media posts, product descriptions, website content, and more 
for companies.  

 

The best way to succeed is to understand the client's requirements, 
produce quality work, and meet expectations.  

 

Look for gigs on freelancing sites like Upwork and Fiverr. 

 

Create a work portfolio to increase your chances of success. For 
example, start blogging and write at least 4 articles you can add to 
your profile and use to attract clients.  

 

Use writing tools like the Hemingway Editor and Grammarly to 
minimize errors and produce quality work.  

 

Your earnings depend on your experience level and what you 
choose to charge. As a beginner, you may want to set lower rates to 
get more gigs and grow your client base. You can charge more once 
you get more clients and positive reviews.  
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12. EDITING 
 

All writers, journalists, and authors need editing or proofreading to 
ensure they publish professional work. So, if you have good editing 
skills, become an editor or proofreader.  

 

All you have to do is be proficient in English and ensure you are 
familiar with the niche or industry to proofread the content.  

 

You can make anywhere from $10 to $200 per hour. Depending on 
your background, experience level, and the type of writing you do.  

 

The best way to succeed is to specialize in a certain area and charge 
higher rates. Especially once you start to advance your skills or 
improve in your niche.  

 

Find work on reputable freelancing platforms.  
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13. CLEANING JOBS 
 

Cleaning jobs are also one of the best ways to make money in the gig 
economy. You can clean houses, offices, and so on. 

 

Target homeowners who are renting out their houses and need 
house cleaning services on a short-term basis.  

 

Take up cleaning jobs as a side hustle and work during your free 
time or after your 9 to 5 job.  

 

Sell your services on housekeeper.com or use apps like Handy to 
search for jobs.  
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14. RENTING OUT ASSETS 
 

Rent out assets you are no longer using and start making money.  

 

Use apps like Airbnb, Boatsetter, or Turo.  

 

There is no limit to what you can rent out. Just work with reputable 
companies to avoid scams.  

 

You can rent out your car, property, house, and much more.   
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15. DRIVING 
 

Make money driving people wherever they want to go.  

 

This is a great side gig that can help you earn extra cash. You can 
work in your free time or after your regular job.  

 

Use apps like Lyft and Uber. Visit these websites, register, and start 
earning.  
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16. TASKING 
 

Become a tasker and boost your income.  

 

There are many profitable jobs available that you can take 
advantage of. For example, lawn mowing, gardening, vehicle repairs, 
and assembling or lifting heavy furniture.  

 

Use TaskRabbit to connect with people looking for taskers and 
start earning. 

 

Another option is to become a babysitter or a pet sitter. You get 
paid by the hour. You can make $10 or more per hour.  

 

If you want to do babysitting during your free time, find work on 
UrbanSitter.  

 

If you want to be a pet sitter, look for job opportunities on 
rover.com  
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17. ONLINE SURVEYS 
 

Get paid to take surveys online. You earn points you can redeem as 
gift cards or cash when you complete surveys.  

 

All you need is a computer and an internet connection.  

 

Only work with reputable survey sites to avoid scams and ensure 
profits.  

 

Some of the best sites to work with are Survey Junkie, 
InboxDollars, and Swagbucks.  

 

You can make a couple of bucks or a few hundred dollars from 
taking surveys online. Just make sure you work with legitimate sites 
like the ones mentioned.   
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18. SOCIAL MEDIA SPECIALIST 
 

Countless businesses are using social media to build brand 
awareness, reach prospects, boost engagement, and attract sales. 
That is why there is a demand for social media specialists.  

 

Most companies don’t have the time to effectively market and 
manage businesses through social media platforms. So, take 
advantage of that. Become a social media specialist and charge for 
your services.  

 

You can charge $15 per hour or more.  

 

Your responsibilities may include creating promotional content, 
uploading post updates, creating videos, creating infographics, and 
engaging with the business’s target audience. Depending on who 
you work with and how much you are making.  
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Find work opportunities on Fiverr, Guru, or Flexjobs.  

 

Note that you will have to manage all the business social media 
platforms that the company you work with has. For example, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook.  

 

You may also have to share marketing tips or help companies come 
up with effective marketing strategies to reach their audiences and 
boost sales.  

 

So, make sure you consider the scope of work before setting your 
rates.  
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19. EBOOKS AND ONLINE COURSES 
 

If you are a writer or enjoy writing, write an eBook and make 
money from it. 

 

eBooks are one of the best passive income ideas anyone can 
leverage. The best part is that you only write the book once and 
enjoy passive income. Depending on the type of content you write, 
you may have to do some edits now and then. But that only takes an 
hour or so and you’ll be done.  

 

The most important thing is to know what you want to write, find 
out if there’s a demand for it, and define your target audience. 
Create valuable content to attract readers and sales.  

 

Publish your book on Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing or other 
reputable publishing platforms.  

 

Understand that the work doesn’t stop once you publish your book. 
You have to market it and get it in front of the right audience to 
ensure sales. So, promote your book across social media, on book 
promotion sites like BookBub, and via paid online ads.   

 

If you are a great teacher or enjoy tutoring, create an online course 
and monetize it.  
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Selling online courses is another profitable passive income idea you 
can leverage. You can make as much as $10,000 or more from your 
course. If you share valuable course material, target the right 
audience, set your prices right, and provide additional value to your 
students.  

 

If you want to start an online course, use Udemy, Skillshare, or 
Teachable. These platforms already have lots of students you can 
market to. They make it easy for you to create your course, advertise 
it, and reach your goals. All you have to do is provide value with 
your course, conduct enough research to identify your students’ 
needs, and invest your time and other necessary resources into the 
process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 22 



 20 MONEY-MAKING IDEAS IN THE GIG ECONOMY 

 

 

20. AFFILIATE MARKETING 
 

Affiliate marketing is one of the best-paying jobs in the gig economy 
you can get into.  

 

Countless people earn a living from it. However, it doesn’t happen 
overnight. You have to invest time into it and be patient.  

 

Focus on building relations with your audience first and then 
promoting certain services or products to them. Doing this helps 
you build trust and ensure sales once you become an affiliate. 

 

If you already have a decent number of followers who are actively 
engaged with your content, become an affiliate. If you don’t have 
followers, start a blog or YouTube channel and build your audience.  

 

Define your audience identify their needs, and share content that’s 
useful to them.  

 

Aim to provide value with your content and help your target 
audience solve common problems or mitigate certain challenges. 
This is a great way to build meaningful relations, instill trust, and get 
prospects to value your opinion. Which makes it easy for you to sell 
whatever you are promoting once you become an affiliate.  
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The most important thing to do is promote products or services that 
are in line with your blogging niche or YouTube content. This shows 
prospects that you value them and aren’t just interesting in making 
money.  

 

If you do it right, you can make as much as $5,000 or more per 
month from your affiliate links only.  

 

Join reputable affiliate programs like Amazon Associates, eBay 
Partner Network, ShareASale, CJ Affiliate, and ClickBank 
Affiliate.  

 

Best of luck! 
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